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SUBJECT: STUDENT ATTENDANCE

The Education Law requires that the students enrolled in the schools of this District attend school
on every school day unless legally excused. The educational program offered by this District is
predicated upon the presence of the student and requires continuity of instruction and classroom
participation. The regular contact of students with one another in the classroom and their participation
in a well planned instructional activity under the tutelage of a competent teacher are vital to this
purpose. Absences other than excused absences as defined by State regulations have a highly adverse
effect on the student as well as the entire educational program. Therefore, the Board of Education
urges all parents to make every effort for their children to be in attendance.

Statement of Overall Objectives

Because the School District recognizes that consistent school attendance, academic success and
school completion have a positive correlation, the School District will develop, annually maintain and,
if necessary, revise the Student Attendance Policy to meet the following objectives:

a)  To increase school completion for all students;

b)  To raise student achievement and close gaps in student performance;

¢)  To identify attendance patterns in order to design attendance improvement efforts;

d)  To know the whereabouts of every student for safety and other reasons;

e) To wverify that individual students are complying with education laws relating to
compulsory attendance;

f)  To determine the District's average daily attendance for State aid purposes.
Description Of Strategies To Meet Objectives
The School District will:

a)  Create and maintain a positive school building culture by fostering a positive physical and
psychological environment where the presence of strong adult role models encourages
respectful and nurturing interactions between adults and students. This positive school
culture is aimed at encouraging a high level of student bonding to the school, which in turn
should lead to increased attendance.

b)  Maintain a Student Attendance Policy based upon the recommendations from the Board of
Education, administrators, teachers, students, parents and the community. The District will
hold at least one public hearing prior to the adoption of this collaboratively developed
Student Attendance Policy.
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SUBJECT: STUDENT ATTENDANCE (cont’d)

¢)  Maintain accurate recordkeeping to record attendance, absence, tardiness or early departure
of each student.

d) Utilize data analysis systems for tracking individual student attendance and individual and
group trends in student attendance problems.

e) Develop early intervention strategies to improve school attendance for all students.

Determination of Excused and Unexcused Absences, Tardiness and Early Departures

Based upon our District's education and community needs, values and priorities, the School
District has determined that absences, tardiness and early departures will be considered excused or
unexcused according to the following standards.

a) Excused: An absence, tardiness or early departure may be excused if due to personal
illness, illness or death in the family, impassable roads due to inclement weather, religious
observance, quarantine, required court appearances, attendance at health clinics, approved
college visits, approved cooperative work programs, military obligations, road tests,
learner’s permit, or other such reasons as may be approved by the Board of Education.

b)  Unexcused: An absence, tardiness or early departure is considered unexcused if the reason
for the lack of attendance does not fall into the above categories (e.g., family vacation,
hunting, babysitting, hair cut, oversleeping).

Annual Review of Policy by the Board of Education

The Board of Education shall annually review the building level student attendance records and
if such records show a decline in student attendance, the Board shall make any revisions to the Policy
and plan deemed necessary to improve student attendance.

Community Awareness

The Board of Education shall promote necessary community awareness of the District's
Comprehensive Student Attendance Policy by:

a)  Providing a plain language summary of the policy to parents or persons in parental relation
to students at the beginning of the each school year and promoting the understanding of
such a policy to students and their parents/persons in parental relation;

b)  Providing each teacher, at the beginning of the school year or upon employment, with a
copy of the policy; and
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¢)  Providing copies of the policy to any other member of the community upon request.

Approved: April 8, 2008

Education Law Sections 3024, 3025, 3202, 3205,
3206, 3210, 3211, and 3213

8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations
(NYCRR) Sections 104.1, 109.2 and 175.6



